DIAPERS GALORE & MORE
By Chair Essie Fleischer

After searching for a project to help the Military, the Caring for America
Committee became aware of the newly established Arizona Coalition for Military Families.  The committee met with members of the Arizona National Guard Family Services team to brainstorm an idea to help families in Arizona.  A baby shower was suggested for pregnant moms whose husbands are currently deployed and everyone leaped at the thought.  It has never been done anywhere else.
 
The first shower was April 24 held at National Guard facility and included pregnant moms, moms who recently gave birth, their older children, several family members and friends of moms, National Guard staff and PRWC members.  April is the month of the Military Child.  Donations were primarily monetary and contributed mainly from PRWC members.  Two large corporations donated gift cards.
 
Food served included pretzels, nuts, M&Ms,  two decorated sheets cakes, one for boys, one for girls, cookies and punch.  A fabulous handmade diaper cake centerpiece was donated by a PRWC member and was the big prize won by the mom who guessed closest to the number of clothespins in a jar.  Flowering plants were prizes for winners of Baby Shower games.
 
We established a policy of "No Selling or Soliciting" at the shower after being approached for permission to sell an item.  It turned out the item was donated to the moms.
 
Two TV channels did live coverage and interviews.  The next shower will be in November, month of the Military Family.
 
